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A History Lesson



This has become normal 



The largest experiment on 
online learning in history



Finding a platform & 
Setting Up



What  platforms do you know?



What to look for.....

One-to-
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Layout?
Screen 
Sharing

PPT, Video, 
PDFs, Pics
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Function Comment

One to Many 

Screen Tools / Functions 

Breakout rooms
Layout 
Chat box
Backgrounds 

Learner Management System

Cost 

Functions   

Usability 





Function Comment

One to Many 1-100

Screen Tools / Functions Pens, screen share, eraser

Breakout rooms Yes 

Layout Multiple & Rezizing 

Chat box Yes public/private

Backgrounds Customizable/Plug ins 
Learner Management 
System Very basic 

Cost 

Functions   

Usability 





ClassIn

Cost 

Functions   

Usability 

Function Comment

One to Many 1-12

Screen Tools / Functions Pen, Shapes, Dice, Erasers, 
Pointers, Voting, ABCD

Breakout rooms Yes & Blackboards

Layout Multiple & Rezizing 

Chat box Yes public/private

Backgrounds Customizable 
Learner Management 
System Yes - full service 

Hour PriceFull Class/hr
1 student $0.30
2 to 6 students $3.60
7 to 8 students $7.20
9 to 12 students $21.60





Function Comment

One to Many 1-10

Screen Tools / Functions Pen, Shapes, Dice, Erasers, 
Pointers, many more!

Breakout rooms ?

Layout One layout - no resizing

Chat box Yes public/private

Backgrounds Customizable 
Learner Management 
System Yes - full service 

Cost 

Functions   

Usability 



Function Comment

One to Many 1-1    1-?

Screen Tools / Functions Pen, Erasers, Pointers, 

Breakout rooms No

Layout 3 layouts

Chat box Yes 

Backgrounds Can blur
Learner Management 
System No

Cost 

Functions   

Usability 



Setting up your 
teaching space



Backgrounds 





• Have resources closeby
• Bright background - Lighting
• Check what your camera can see
• Comfortable chair
• Whiteboard 
• Standing room
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Stories from the 
frontline

Ross Thorburn
51 Talk, DaDa, EF
Trinity College
DipTESOL Course Director



DO's
• Set contexts
• Use real materials
• Do group work 
• Prepare your space
• Ask questions you don't know the 

answer to
• Show stuff in the house 
• Ask student to show you things 
• Let them find online
• Respond authentically  
• Teacher in charge of pen 

DON'Ts
• Don't write with the mouse 
• Don't read aloud 
• Don't be both sides of dialogue
• Let them translate them 

everything 
• Assume kids know how to use all 

the tools 
• Make it a one way experience 

Ross's Tips



Teach kids how to use the 
platform first  

• Where is the camera?
• Show something in the camera
• Find the pen
• Draw a circle
• Type in the chat box
• Raise your hand 
• Mute/Unmute 
• Speak!! 



Be aware of content
Text books Units 

Unit 1 - Greetings
Unit 2 - Classroom Objects 
Unit 3 - Colors
Unit 4 - Animals
Unit 5 - Transport  

Most curriculums were developed for offline :)

Tip: teach a topic you 
know your students 
already know 



Student directs
the teacher to draw 

“Circle the milk.
Circle the monkey”

Tip: 
Make mistakes to 
concept check 



Student asks teacher questions 

“What animal 
do you like?”

How many different questions can student ask?



Student asks teacher questions 

Ask 3 questions to start the class

Ask a question in every activity

Ask another student  

Ask questions to finish class 
 



Read the slides aloud

What does reading the slides 
acually practice? 

Can a student remember 
what they have read aloud?

How authentic is it?



Read a book from home

Choose a book  from home

Read a page or two

Ask the teacher questions



Reading the instructions aloud?? 

Ask students to read the instructions 
for a minute, then concept check



Send Pre-tasks 

What can you send out before?
Reading
Video 
Pictures 
Use an app 



Using the student's 
environment

• Toys
• Foods
• Pictures
• Books
• Friends
• Family members
• Artworks 
• Pets

Include content from student's 
homes 



The kids are at home 
 
• Beginner level language is concrete 
• Connecting home and the class 
• Parents will see their children interacting 
• Reduces some of the screen time 



Setting Contexts 

Set contexts 

• What can you see? 
• What can you hear?
• What can you smell? 



Don't let your student's be 
both sides of the dialogue



Encourage student to student 
interaction 

Strong 
students 
model



Keep your slides simple!



Have pics in folders ready 
to go



Have materials ready to go 

• Using flashcards
• Story books 
• Pics folder
• Video folders 
• Toys, puppets, blocks  
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Things you might not have 
thought about 



It is difficult to write and draw 
with a mouse



PC, Smart Phone, Tablet 

Different devices different functions



• Want to answer everything 
• Treat it like it class - so the kid can't move around 
• Translate everything  
• This could be the first time the kids have ever been to a class 
• What if the kids don't understand?



Affective Filters 

What has happened at home that day? 
You can't see what is happening in the classroom 

The affective filter is an invisible psychological filter that can either facilitate or hinder 
language production in a second language. 



Storage/Recording?

You should ensure all your classes are recorded



Look out for/ be careful 

• Issues with children at home
• Record all your classes 
• Have your background check updated 
• You are at home - be careful your doing 
• You are not in control of environment your 

students are in 
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Learn from other teachers
Two cognitive processes
Be professional / cautious 
Be creative
Offline or Online ask yourself...

Is Learning happening?  
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www.studycat.com/schools 



Facebook: www.facebook.com/studycat.net/
www.facebook.com/groups/studycatclub4teachers
Instagram: https://instagram.com/studycat
Twitter: https://twitter.com/study_cat
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/studycat-limited





Thank you 


